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the economist party would claim to be exponents of justice
equally with their opponents.

We have seen also that inquiries directed towards a satis-
factory description of justice have converged towards the
point to which Economy more immediately leads. Equity
is defined as Ability to Pay. That is measured by Propor-
tionality in respect of income. Proportionality is modified
by the Exemption of Minimum Incomes, which leads to
Progression. Progression has no standard of measurement,
and the doctrine of Minimum Sacrifice is applied to it, which
will fix the scale in harmony with the law of diminishing
utility : a law that the principle of economy applies at once.

What, further, of relatively minor rules, such as Con-
venience, Certainty, Consistency, Electricity ? They are
all of them more important on account of their relation to
private and communal economy than in relation to ideas of
justice. A taxpayer will certainly feel that he is the more
justly treated in proportion as his convenience is suited in
the taxing, as he can count safely on the relative fixity of the
tax, and as the various taxes are not irritatingly inconsis-
tent. But the chief value of such rules is nevertheless in
their economic effects upon production. It is for such effects
that he values them. The economic aspect is paramount.

We are not urging that if Economy is secured, it will
carry with it all other good things. But we are urging, first,
that Economy is the most important and most influential
thing, and that it carries with it a larger proportion of other
desirable elements than would any other rule. Further,
we are claiming that a system of taxation should be built
upon what is definite, fixed, and measurable, rather than
on some other thing (which may be equally desirable other-
wise) which is indefinite, unfixed, and immeasurable. Equity
or Justice, as we have partly demonstrated, partakes of
these latter characteristics rather than of the former; and
the reverse is more true of Economy.

It will throw some further light upon the relative position
of Economy in questions of taxation if we consider for a
moment whether the other principles or rules that should
be added to Economy are of the nature of correctives or of
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